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Club in Paris, the club to which Danton and
Robespierre belonged, must be the uncompromising
enemy of the Throne, the Altar, and the aristocracy,
must be a devotee of the supposed rights of man,
must consider the horny-handed mechanic as the
natural lord of creation, must regard education as
the enemy of enlightenment, and religion as the
opponent of virtue. Such were the genial assump-
tions on which the Anti-Jacobin was conducted.
It must be owned that its satirical touches make
bright reading, even still, and the time has yet
to come, and is probably far distant, when the
House of Commons is no longer to be regaled by
citations from the Ballad of the Needy Knife-
Grinder. Among those who co-operated with
Canning in the production of the Anti-Jacobin
was Hookham Frere, Canning's old associate, who
was afterwards his parliamentary colleague and
worked with him and under him in more than
one Ministry.

Canning had almost avowedly entered Parliament
with the view of becoming a Minister of the Crown,
and his chance was not long postponed ; for in the
spring of 1796 he became Under-Secretary of State
for Foreign Affairs. Mr. Disraeli, in one of his
novels, has laid it down as a law that an Under-
secretary for Foreign Affairs whose chief is in the
House of Lords, is " master of the situation." This
was Canning's position, and he was undoubtedly well
qualified to be master of the situation. In 1807
he became Secretary for Foreign Affairs. The
splendour of his career displayed itself almost